
CAREERS THROUGH MATHS: ADULT EDUCATION TUTOR

Adult Education Tutors use mathematics to solve complex problems and drive innovation. (Image Source: Unsplash)

JOB OVERVIEW

An Adult Education Tutor in the UK is responsible for planning, delivering, and assessing educational programmes for

learners over the age of 19. Their daily responsibilities are diverse, encompassing lesson planning, direct teaching,

one-to- one learner support, and the marking of coursework. They work with a wide range of learners, including those

resitting GCSE English and Maths, adults improving basic skills (Functional Skills), those undertaking Access to Higher

Education  Diplomas,  and  individuals  engaged  in  vocational  training  or  apprenticeships.  The  work  environment  is

equally varied, including further education (FE) colleges, local authority community learning centres, private training

providers, prisons, and workplace learning schemes.

KEY MATHS APPLICATIONS

Primary Areas:

Numeracy and Functional Mathematics: This is the foundation of teaching adults who are working towards Entry
Level, Level 1, or Level 2 qualifications (Functional Skills or GCSE).

Data Analysis and Statistics: Tutors constantly use data to inform their practice. They analyse the results of
diagnostic assessments (e.g., the BKSB - Basic Key Skills Builder tool) to...

Geometry and Measure: This is applied directly in vocational teaching. For an adult retraining in a trade via an
apprenticeship, the tutor will teach how to calculate perimeter,...

• 

• 

• 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS & TOOLS

SKILL APPLICATION

Diagnostic Assessment Tools Using software like BKSB (Basic Key Skills Builder) to conduct

initial and diagnostic...

Specialised Teaching Resources Using physical and digital manipulatives, such as fraction walls,

base-10 blocks, and...

Communication and Feedback Methods Providing clear, constructive feedback on marked work.

Formative Assessment Techniques Employing quick, in-class assessment methods like mini-

whiteboards or online polls (e.g.

TYPICAL PATHWAY

The typical entry route requires a Level 3 (A-level
equivalent) qualification in mathematics or a related
subject, though many hold an undergraduate degree.
The essential professional qualification is a Level 5
Diploma in Education and Training (DET), formerly
known as the... 

INDUSTRY DEMAND

Demand for Adult Education Tutors, particularly in
mathematics, remains strong in the UK. Government
policy, such as the condition of funding which requires
students without a GCSE grade 4/C in maths to continue
studying, ensures a steady... 

REAL-WORLD IMPACT

Adult Education Tutors are pivotal in addressing the
UK's numeracy skills gap, which is estimated to cost the
economy billions of pounds annually. They empower
individuals, enabling them to manage their personal
finances effectively,... 

QUICK FACTS

Education: GCSE English and Maths, adults
improving basic skills (Functional Skills), those
undertaking A

Growth: Demand for Adult Education Tutors,
particularly in mathematics, remains strong in the UK.
Government policy, such as the condition of funding
which requires students without a G…

Education: GCSE English and Maths, adults
improving basic skills (Functional Skills), those und
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